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The Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre’s aim is to educate people of all ages 

and backgrounds about the Holocaust while sensitizing the public to the universal perils 
of Antisemitism, racism, hate and indifference through its museum, commemorative 
programs and educational initiatives. The MHMC is committed to promoting respect for 
diversity and the sanctity of all human life.  
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The permanent museum exhibition, « To learn, to feel, to remember » enables 
visitors to discover life before, during and after the Holocaust. The archives, photographs 
unveil the personal destinies of victims and the diversity of their experiences during the 
war.  

Along the exhibition, the video testimonies of survivors give a personal dimension 
to the persecutions, the violence but also to the hope, the resistance and the struggle for 
human dignity.  
�
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Following the Second World War, Montreal welcomed the third largest population 
of Holocaust survivors in the world (after Israel and New York). Our exhibition reflects 
this Montreal particularity and makes links with the history of Canada.  

The role of Canada is evoked at different steps of the exhibition with the arrival of 
the first Jews to Québec, Antisemitism in the 1930s or immigration after the war.   
 
Divided in 4 spaces, the museum presents the following themes: 

�  1st room: Life of Jewish communities before the war : vitality and diversity of 
communities and traditions in Europe and North Africa, Jewish holidays. 

 
�  2nd room : Between the two World Wars  : the treaty of Versailles and the 

Weimar Republic, Hitler’s accession to power, persecutions against the Jews, 
propaganda, the reaction of German Jews, the Night of broken glass, the 
Kindertransport, the reaction of Canada and the world.  

 
�  3rd  room : World War Two, the Holocaust and the afterma th of the war : the 

invasion of Poland, the ghettos, deportation, camps, armed and moral resistance, 
the Righteous, collaborators, Liberation, Displaced Persons’ camps, immigration 
to Canada. 

 



�  Memorial room: this last room encourages visitors to commemorate the victims 
of the Holocaust and to pursue reflection about the notions of genocide and 
individual responsibility in the face of prejudice and intolerance.  

�
The exhibition is entirely bilingual French and English. The museum is wheelchair 

accessible.  
 

�����������	���������
		
 
The memorial centre offers different activities: 
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Our volunteer guides will lead you in the discovery of the 
history of Jewish communities before, during and after the 
Holocaust. The testimonies and the personal belongings of 
Holocaust victims add to the archives and historical 
photographs to supplement what has been seen in class and 
to develop new perspectives.  

Grade: from grade 6 to university (adapted depending on the age group)  
Languages : French, English  
Number of participants: from 10 to 60 students divided in subgroups of about 15 
students. 
Admission fee : $5 per student 
Duration: from 1 hour 30 minutes to 2 hours depending on the number of participants  
 

��������	��
������	 ��
Our speakers give the testimony of their experience as 
Holocaust survivors. The testimony gives students the 
opportunity to ask questions to a direct witness to History. It is 
advised to book a testimony session at the same time as the 
museum tour.   
 
For logistics reasons, we ask groups of 50 students and more 
to participate in a survivor testimony on top of their guided 
tour. No reservation for 50 students or more will be made 
without a testimony session.  
 
 

Grade: grade 6 and up  
Languages : French, English  
Number of participants: from 10 to 100 students, depending on the room’s capacity  
Room rental fee:  $95 
Duration: 45 minutes to 1 hour depending on the speaker  
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After a 45 minute guided tour of the museum, students take part in a 1-hour 
reflection workshop animated by a host from the Tolerance Foundation. The objective is 
to transform what has been learned during the tour and the emotions felt into a 
commitment for tolerance and diversity.  



Grade: high school (grade 7 and 8) 
Languages : French, English  
Number of participants: one class 
Tariff: $5 per student  
Duration : 2 hours  
In collaboration with the Tolerance Foundation 
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Groups are welcome to visit the museum without guides. We ask teachers to 
contact us in advance to make sure that their visit will not interfere with that of another 
group. It is better to divide the students into sub-groups led by adults.   
Grade: starting in high school  
Languages : French, English  
Number of participants: one class 
Tariff: $5 per student  
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Activities have to be booked in advance by calling the museum at: (514) 345-

2605. In order to better accommodate your group, we ask you to make your 
reservation at least one month in advance.   

 
You can send your information request by e-mail by writing to info@mhmc.ca. 

Please allow a delay of 48 hours minimum for a communication from the museum.  
 
The museum staff will contact you to set the details of your visit. Please inform us 

of the special needs of your group  – learning difficulties or behaviour issues, 
knowledge of the subject and level of language. This information will help us to get 
prepared to better answer your needs. 
 

Following the reservation, we will send you a form to sign  and send us back to 
confirm your activity. 
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The capacity of the museum (staff, volunteer guides, exhibition capacity) does 
not enable tours to be booked for groups of more than 60 people (or 2 classes at a time).  
 

In order to give the students the chance to benefit from their tour, groups will be 
divided in subgroups of 10 to 15 people maximum. To start the activities on time, we ask 
you to please divide your students in sub-groups before your arrival at the museum.  
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If you think you will be late for your activity, please call the museum as soon as 
possible at 514.345.2606 ext. 3291 and notify us of your new arrival time. 

 
Please note that in order to accommodate all scheduled tours; our guides can 

wait no longer than 20 minutes for late arrivals. We understand that unforeseeable 
events may delay a group’s arrival and we will make every attempt to accommodate 
those arriving late, however, a late arrival greater than 20 minutes may result in the loss 



of the scheduled guided tour or the survivor’s testimony. The participants will still be able 
to visit the museum on their own. 
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Any request for changes in a tour date or time must be made in advance.  

Requests are accommodated only according to availability. Changes to the number of 
participants must be made at least one week in advance of the tour date.  

 
If you cancel less than 7 days before your scheduled visit, a cancellation charge 

of 50% will apply . 
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Admission fees are calculated by person and are of $5 per student for the 

museum* (with or without guided tour, no group rate). Admission is free for teachers and 
adults accompanying the froup (up to 1 adult per 15 students or 1 adult per subgroup). 

 
To take part in a survivor testimony session, it is necessary to rent a room. The 

museum staff will make the room reservation, fees have to be paid by the group:  
- Group of 10 to 20 people: $50* 
- Group of 20 to 100 people: 95$  

 
Payment should be made prior to or on the date of t he activity,  in cash, credit or 
debit card or by cheque to the order of « Montreal Holocaust Memorial centre».  
 
*please note that tariffs and programs can change without notice.  
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Guides will review rules and safety procedures, but teachers and chaperones 

are responsible for their students’ behaviour in th e Museum and are expected to 
remain with the students at all times.  

 
We kindly ask that the following guidelines be observed during your visit: 

 - Please no chewing gum, food or drinks in the museum  
 - Backpacks, umbrellas, parcels and bags must be chec ked in the 
cloakroom  
 - Photography, video and audio recording are not permitted 
 - Cellular telephones and/or pagers must be turned off 
 
Please note that the museum does not  have a room where students can 

take their lunch.  Nevertheless, it is possible to book a meal at the cafeteria of the 
Cummings centre for seniors (located in the building next to the museum). A member of 
the Cummings Centre will give a brief introduction to the Kashrut, the Jewish dietary 
laws (Kosher foods) to the students . For more information, please contact the 
Coordinator of Food services (514) 342-1234. 
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Address: 

Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre 
5151 Côte Sainte-Catherine road 
Montreal, (Québec) H3W 1M6 
Phone: (514) 345-2605 
Fax: (514) 344-2651 
E-mail: info@mhmc.ca 
Website: www.mhmc.ca 

 
By public transport:  

- Metro : Orange line, Côte-Sainte-Catherine stop and a 5 minute walk.  
The museum is located at the ground floor of the « Cummings House» building at 
the corner of Westbury street (it is not necessary to take a bus after the metro)  
 

- By bus 129; stop at the corner of Westbury and Côte-Sainte-Catherine. 
 
By car :  
From the North:  

- Take Décarie-15  highway direction South, 
- Take exit 66 Côte Saint-Luc / Queen Mary ,  
- Continue on Décarie  boulevard ,  
- Turn right on Côte Sainte-Catherine street ,  
- Continue for 3 blocks (200 meters) until Westbury : the museum is across the 

street  
 
From the South:  

- Take Décarie-15  highway direction North, 
- Take exit 66 Côte Saint-Luc / Queen Mary ,  
- Turn left on Édouard Montpetit boulevard,   
- Then turn left on Décarie  boulevard ,  
- Turn right on Côte Sainte-Catherine street ,  
- Continue for 3 blocks (200 meters) until Westbury : the museum is across the 

street  
 
To visit in our neighbourhood: 
Located across the street from the museum (at 5170, Côte-Ste-Catherine road), the 
Segal Centre for Performing arts  presents theatre plays.  
For information: (514) 739-2301 and www.saidyebronfman.org.  
 
In the heart of the Côte-des-Neiges neighbourhood, the museum is a 25 minutes walk 
from the Maison de la culture Côte-des-Neiges which presents different artistic 
activities all year long. The museum is also located close to the Saint-Joseph Oratory 
on the Mount Royal (25 minutes walk). 
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To prepare for your students’ visit at the museum, the admission is free for 
teachers upon presentation of your reservation letter.  



We strongly advise you to evoke the subject of the Holocaust prior to the visit by 
realizing an activity of watching a documentary. This should make students want to go to 
the museum but also it will prepare them emotionally to the subject. 

  
The museum will be available before, during and after your visit to answer your 

questions and give you the resources you would need to get the best out of your visit 
(See the chronology of the Holocaust and the documentary resources in appendices).   
�
*�'���	��
�����	���	��
���	�'���	��
�����	���	��
�� �	
 
The Hana’s Suitcase Education Project – Elementary School, 3rd Cycle 

With your students, you will explore the suitcase and the life of young Hana who 
was murdered in Auschwitz in 1944. The proposed activities will stimulate your students 
and will give them the opportunity to make the connection between Hana’s story and 
their own day-to-day experiences. They provide tools to be used to reflect on the 
Holocaust in the context of tolerance and social harmony. The suitcase, complete with 
books, a teacher’s guide, a brief history of the Holocaust and other materials is free and 
is also available in French.  

 
�'���	��
�����	���	��
���  
 
The Heart of Auschwitz - Elementary School, 3rd Cyc le (pilot project) 
The students review their museum tour and the heart which was created as a birthday 
card in Auschwitz. They learn about the heart and the way it was made. In turn, they 
make a heart, where they write their resolutions for living in harmony in the future. 
 
A century of genocides, a temporary exhibition for life – Secondary School 2nd 
Cycle (pilot project) 
The Montreal Holocaust Memorial museum makes links between the Holocaust and 
other genocides of the 20th century. Our guides mention this dimension at the end of 
their tours. Students will research and produce an exhibition connecting the Holocaust to 
other genocides. 


