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President’s Report

|l am proud to have served as President, in this,
our 30th anniversary year.lt has been one of
growth and development, which is based on the
foundation built by those who worked even well
before 1979 for the cause of Holocaust
remembrance and those who developed the Centre
and its Museum.

We have, this year, consolidated the organization with a new and active committee
structure. The Holocaust Education Series that ran for 3 weeks offered 32 public

education events last fall, including a remarkable evening with Father Patrick Desbois
whose research on the mass graves of the Ukraine is changing our understanding of history,
A particular effort has been made to organize educational programs throughout the year.
Young people are increasingly involved in our activities and in the Centre itself.

We have developed and tested three innovative educational tools as pilot projects. They
are conceived to reach children at primary and secondary levels and have been extremely
well received by teachers in both the English and French school systems. They respond to
the objectives of the Quebec Education Program and to our commitment to use the
opportunities available to teach about the Holocaust and help students reflect on values
and challenges regarding current-day prejudice, racism and genocide.

Survivor witnesses, despite their advancing age, spoke to over 10,500 people in group and
class settings. Our recorded oral history collection continues to grow,and thematic
excerpts are now available on the Mational Film Board and on our own websites, reaching
broader audiences. In addition to organizing the Yom Hashoah and Kristallnacht
commemaorations, which are central to our mission, the Centre participates in a number of
olher commemorations.

The Museum is moving forward and reaching an increasingly mixed public. We have
developed plans to replace audiovisual equipment and to assure the protection of fragile
objects in the exhibit. Our collection continues to grow,.thanks to the donation of artifacts
by survivors, families and friends. | would like to extend a warm welcome to new
volunteers, many of whom have gone through our training program to become museum
guides. Along with our experienced docents, they fulfill an essential educational mission,
reaching school and adult groups through the Museum.

Considerable success has been achieved in the area of communications and outreach
during the past year. We have a new dynamic website at www.mhmec.ca which not only tells
the story of the Holocaust through the stories of Montrealers who survived, but invites
visitors to reflect on values and moral issues which remain relevant today. In its first 2
months, the website had over 12,000 hits.The media coverage of the Centre's work has
been exceptional, with more than 60 radio and television interviews, articles in the printed
press and web coverage over this past year. The interest of Montrealers and Quebecers in
learming about respect for diversity and in combating racism and antisemitism is manifest.

In 2009, the Centre launched a Legacy Campaign, an enactment of our responsibility to
pass on the history, stories, memory and lessons of the Holocaust and assure their ongoing
relevance to current human rights issues.This is our promise. We must generate a
considerable endowment fund to be able to keep this promise to future generations.

In conclusion, | offer my sincere thanks to the founding members of the Montreal
Holocaust Memaorial Centre, survivors and members of the Montreal community whose
vision and investment make it possible to mark this 30th year. As outgoing President,
| express my appreciation to all Board members who served with me, and to the staff
team led by Alice Herscovitch. Together, we have continued to build on the strength of
the past and | wish 2ach of you to feel personally recognized for your contribution to
lhe Centre's future.

Julia Reitman
President




























